Preparing health professionals for a collaborative health promotion role.
Practitioners and educators must consider whether or not the curriculum offered in a university setting by our health professional schools prepares the potential practitioner for work in the multisectorial, interdisciplinary milieu that has been recommended by The Alma Ata Declaration, the Epp Health Promotion document and the Ottawa Charter. I describe a final-year course in Community Health Nursing that is being offered by Dalhousie University School of Nursing. The course is open to generic and post-registration nurses. The course, based on adult learning principles, used a collaborative community development approach. The curriculum was designed to give baccalaureate student nurses the experience of participating in collaborative health promotion directed towards the strengthening of a community. Student, faculty, preceptor and service-based coordinators' evaluation of the two-year implementation of the course is described in the paper.